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SUPPORT FOR

A Consolidated ECC Campus

In Downtown Buffalo

The Buffalo Niagara Partnership supports the vision of a consolidated ECC Campus in downtown Buffalo that will direct much needed investment in our urban center while also creating new educational opportunities for students attending ECC.

The Buffalo Niagara Partnership, working through our Buffalo Development Council, supports all reasonable efforts to reinvigorate and rebuild downtown Buffalo’s urban core.  We believe that a consolidated ECC Campus in downtown Buffalo offers a virtually once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to stimulate such an outcome.

Of course, the mission of any community college must be to provide quality and access to higher education to its local population.  Therefore, any ECC consolidation must first make sense in terms of quality educational programs.  Based on the proposals we have seen thus far, we are confident this objective will be met.  If it is not, the consolidation plans should be altered to do so.

The need to begin now to address the issues of consolidation and of future programming at ECC rests in the fact that the college is currently working on its Master Plan.  Right now, ECC has significant capital needs at the three existing campuses.  The Master Plan will guide investment toward either the existing campuses or a consolidated downtown campus.  Either way, the issue must be settled before ECC begins looking for financial assistance from New York State, Erie County and the private sector. 

While the Partnership understands that additional research, study and deliberation may be required in order to conclude ECC’s Master Plan, we believe a consolidated plan (Concept Development Alternative 2 City Campus) is the superior alternative that could greatly benefit ECC and the community in several significant ways: 

1) Improve efficiency of public investment for life-cycle capital and maintenance costs and staff from operating three (3) separate campuses

2) Increased investment, improvement and pedestrian activity in Downtown Buffalo, where investment and activity is desperately needed to bolster the vitality of our region. It also appears, with this particular alternative, that the Orchard Park and Williamsville Campuses can be effectively re-used by their surrounding communities, thereby helping to reduce traffic in residential neighborhoods – especially in the Williamsville area

3) Increased funding available for creation of quality educational experiences for the students as a result of the savings from the consolidation.

Again, assuming that a consolidated plan, similar to the Concept Development Alternative 2 City Campus plan presented, also suits Erie Community College’s mission to the effective delivery of high-quality education to the community, we urge all necessary parties (ECC Board of Trustees, Erie County Legislature, State University of New York) to support a consolidated ECC campus in downtown Buffalo.
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