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Dear Mr. Taylor:

On behalf of the BuffaloNIagaraPartnership,the region's largestbusiness.organization
representing2,500employers,I thank you for the opponunityto submit comments in
response to the Peace BridgeExpansion Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS).

The Partnership believesthat the PeaceBridgeshould provide reliable,predictableand
efficientaccessbetween BuffaloNtagaraand Southern Ontario resultingin the steady flow
of goods and people acrossthe border. Whilewe would have much preferredto see Shared
Border Managementenabracedby the Bush administrationand implementedby both the US
and Canadiangovernments,we realizethat this is not an option for the foreseeablefuture.
With SharedBorderManagementoff the table, and faced with continued congestion,
processingand securityissuesrnadeworse by the current - long outdated - configurationof
the US plaza,the Pannership suppons Alternative# 1 as presented in the DEIS and urges
officialsin Washington and Albanyto move on it quickly,constructinga newPeace Bridge
span and USplaza.

The impoItance of a reliable,predictableand efficientflow of goods and people across the
Peace Bridgefor the BuffaloNIagararegioncannot be understated Considerthe following,
as presented in the DEIS:

o In 2005,the Peace Bridgeaccounted for $30.6billionin trade value to and from
Canada

o Freight transported across the Peace Bridgeis linkedto $166billionin business sales
annually,over 1 millionjobs, $48billionin household income, and $13billion in
federal tax receipts

o Currently,along the NIagaraFrontier corridor, the Peace Bridgeaccounts for 57% of
commercialtraffic,whilethe Lewiston-QueenstonBridgeaccounts for 43%. By
contrast, in 1998the splitwasapproximately61% to 39%, suggestingthat current
lackof bridgecapacityand congestionhave forced traffictoward alternative
crossmgs.

Furthermore, the BuffaloNiagararegion reliesheavilyon its border crossingsin order to
take full advantagethe economic benefitsof our proximityto Southern Ontario's growing
population:
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o Basedon2005annualpassengertrafficandupdatedsurveyestimatesof traveler
direct spending, travelersfrom Ontario and other originswest of the Peace Bridge,
spend an estimated $235millionannuallyin the U.S., about $133millionof which is
accounted for within the Buffalo-NIagaraFallsMSA

o Spendingby travelersacrossthe Peace Bridgeaccounted for approximately$186
millionin total output (businesssales)within the Buffalo-NiagaraFalls regional
economy,approximately4,400jobs, $68millionin household income,and $4.7
millionin local tax revenues. The direct, indirect and inducedeffectsof these
travelers' spending elsewherein New York Stateaccounted for an additional$107
millionin business sales,2,060jobs, $39 millionin household income, and $5.3
millionin localand state taxes.

o Historicalhigh valuesfor the Canadiandollar led to an increasein Canadianvisitsto
the United States by 7.6% in 2006. Yet, despitethe fact that the Peace Bridgeis the
second busiest border crossingbetweenthe U.S. and Canada,itsvolume failedto
grow - and in fact, fell slightly - during the same time period

As you wellknow, a significantportion of BuffaloNIagara'seconomyis based on this region
being a bi-nationalcommunity. We are,therefore, extremelyconcernedabout changesat
CanAmborder crossings,especiallyas they hinder the flow of goods and people. Of late,
the strong Canadiandollar has made shoppingin border regionslikeours very attractiveto
Canadians. However,BuffaloNIagara'sretailstores, airpon and our culturaland sports
venues have seen only marginalincreasesin Canadians;increaseswhich are nowhere closeto
the dramaticinflux of Canadianshoppersexperiencedthe last time the two currencies
achievedpar. The most obvious explanationfor this is the ongoing,widespreadconfusion
regardingrequiredidentification,and the long delaysat our border crossings.

Allof these matters adverselyaffect our region's economy. Thus, the Pannership is working
with the WesternNew York congressionaldelegationand the Spitzeradministrationto
addressthe documentation issues,andwe believethat construction of a new Peace Bridge
span and plazawilladdress concerns relatedto reliability,predictabilityand efficiencyof
accessacrossthe border.

The statisticsare difficult to ignore - both the significanteconomic impactof the Peace
Bridgeon our region, and the continued damageto be done should current inefficiencies
and inadequaciesat the crossingremainunaddressed For these reasons,the Pannership
supports Alternative# 1 moving forwardexpediently,with the result beinga new Peace
Bridgespan and US plaza.


